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went to the King, who was in the apartments of
Madame de Maintenon. It was known then thai the
army, after several hasty marches, finding itself at
Ghent, the Elector of Bavaria hud insisted that it
ought at least to remain there. A council of war was
held, the Marechal de Villeroy, who was quite dis-
couraged by the loss he had sustained, opposed the
advice of the Elector. Ghent was abandoned* M> wa*
the open country. The army was separated and dis-
tributed here and there, under the command of the
general officers. In this way, with the exception of
Namur, Mons, and a very few other places, all the
Spanish Low Countries were lost, and a part of ours,
even. Never was rapidity equal to this. The ene-
mies were as much astonished as we,

However tranquilly the King* sustained in appear-
ance this misfortune, he felt it to the quick lie was
so affected by what was said of his body-guards, that
he spoke of them himself with bitterness. Court war-
riors testified in their favour, but persuaded nobody*
But the King seized these testimonies with joy, and
sent word to the Guards that he was well contented
with them. Others, however, were not so easily satis-
fied.

This sad reverse and the discontent of the Elector
made the King feel at last that his favourites must
give way to those better able to fill their places,
Villeroy who, since his defeat, had quite lost his head,
and who, if he had been a general of the Empire would
have lost it in reality in another manner, received
several strong hints from the King that lie ought to
give up his command. But he either could not or